
 In times of trouble, Christians have turned to 

the Psalms.  John Calvin, in his commentary on the 

Psalms, called them a very “anatomy of the 

soul.”  Believers have sought out their comfort in 

difficult times – we know that Huguenot refugees, 

chased out of their homes for following the true faith, 

sang Psalms.  We know that Calvin and the city fathers 

of Geneva arranged for the Psalms to be set to tunes, 

and these were the hymns that were sung in worship 

during the early days of the Swiss reforms.  The Psalter 

has been a comfort from the times these ancient songs 

and poems were written, and down to today. 

 On the last meeting of the Presbytery of Boston, 

that august body turned to the wisdom of the Psalms, 

reading and hearing Psalm 121 – “I lift my eyes unto the 

hills, from whence cometh my help.  My help comes 

from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”  That was 

the presbytery’s call at a time we did not even know the 

magnitude of the challenge we faced – the presbytery 

met on March 9th, the last time that there was a service 

of worship at NPC prior to closing the building to all 

worship and meetings.  That ancient psalm was a balm 

to the gathered believers that night, as we faced the 

challenges we did know about. 

 Of course, the Psalms have been a true gift to 

Presbyterians all the way back to Calvin.  Not only were 

they sung in Geneva, but in congregations throughout 

France during the French Wars of Religion.  They were 

sung in Brazil when a Calvinist outpost was set up there, 

though it would not last long.  They were sung in 

“stranger churches” in London in the 16th and 17th 

centuries – churches of foreign worshipers who were  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

unable to worship God in their home countries because 

of religious oppression.  They were recited and sung in 

the Massachusetts Bay Colony, and in the Plymouth 

Colony.  John Eliot translated them into Wamponoag so 

he could more effectively spread the gospel in towns 

such as Roxbury and Natick.  The Psalms have been 

Christians’ prayer book for thousands of years. 

 And now we are facing a challenge.  To be 

honest, it is unlike any we have faced before – so 

regularly we have stood up to challenges by getting 

together and praying.  It feels more than strange, like my 

family has been taken away from me, that I cannot see 

warm smiles, clasp hands at the passing of the peace, 

and hug our children.  But in the midst of this, we need 

to remember our roots.  Whether Scots, or Cameroonian, 

or Ghanaian, or Armenian, or any other heritage – God 

has been our refuge through times that have looked this 

bleak.  When we have lifted our eyes, God has been 

there. 

 Because of that, I’m going to ask you to share 

with each other.  Use that directory that was put 

together, and pick up the phone.  Write an e-mail or 

send a text.  But I encourage each of us to reach out to 

one person every week, to share.  Of course, you will 

ask, “Share what?”  Obviously, as we all shelter-in-place 

as much as possible, part of this is simply the wonder of 

human contact.  I want to know what people are reading, 

or thinking, or the simple joy of sharing a good story or 

joke.  But I’m giving you a suggestion.  Take out your 

Bible and read a Psalm a day.  As long as you avoid 

Psalm 119, that won’t take too long.  See what that will 

give you to share!  You may find something you want to 

discuss.  You may find something that brings you 

wonder.  The Lord’s Spirit was generous – there is more 

in God’s word than we can imagine, and just getting into 

it will bring a variety of gifts.  And in doing this, you 

will continue our tradition, and will strengthen each 

other.  The Lord is our shepherd, and finally, we shall 

not want. 

 

See you in Church (in all its senses!), 

RW 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”  Psalm 23.1 
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     The Outreach Committee was 

formed in January 2019 and quickly 

set about creating a plan of outreach 

to help our church community grow 

and thrive.  We are happy to report 

on many wonderful activities from 

this past year, with additional, new 

initiatives that are helping us to stay 

connected during these unusual 

times of social distancing during the 

pandemic. 

      Many of our activities were a 

direct result of the all-church 

brainstorming event last March, 

facilitated by Richard Jefferson 

from Myrtle Baptist Church in 

Newton.  Thank you Richard, and 

everyone for your wonderful ideas 

and dedicated commitment to the 

growth of our church family.  

Highlights from 2019 include: 

o An outing to see the live 

performance “Keeping Faith: 

Sisters of Story” followed by a 

gathering including NPC 

Women’s Life Group, members 

of NCC, past members and 

friends 

o A well attended Family Movie 

Night showing “Home Alone 2” 

o An enjoyable Rally Day, 

welcoming new families with 

plenty of good food 

o A backpack appeal for the 

Waltham Community Day 

Center, delivering 50 new 

backpacks  

 

     For the coming year, given the 

current situation requiring social 

distancing, we reach out in many 

ways online through our website, 

our YouTube channel where our 

services can be found, and through 

our Facebook page.  Please ‘like’, 

comment, and share with friends 

and family.  We encourage you to 

be part of our thriving and active 

online community! 

Thank you, 

 

Anita Ulloa, Elder Chair 

Phyllis Doig, Deacon 

Emmanuel Tendo 

Esther Tambe 

Gerald Tabi 

Mary Lou Smith 

Ewen Urquhart 

Outreach  

Committee 

The Dayspring 
Newton Presbyterian Church  PC(USA) 

Welcome to the Easter Edition of Our Newsletter,  April 2020 

Our Website 
NewtonPresbyterianChurch.org 

Our YouTube Channel 
Newton Presbyterian 

Our Facebook Page 
Newton Presbyterian Church 

2 



      The Mission Committee continues to serve our 

church community through several efforts. 

      Change for Change collects proceeds from the 

“spare change” donations of our congregants.  We 

provide these funds to different local organizations 

each quarter, which in 2019 included:  Woodbury 

Union Church (Presbyterian), Newton Food Pantry, 

NPC Benevolent Fund, and the Presbytery of Boston 

Young Adult Volunteer Program:  Boston Food 

Justice.  In 2020 we will be giving to the Second 

Step Women’s Shelter in Newton. 

      You can donate to this and several other 

dedicated funds through our new online donation 

facility, which can be found through our church 

website at:      NewtonPresbyterianChurch.org 
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    We also organized a Red Cross Blood Drive, 

which was held onsite at Newton Presbyterian 

Church.  The event included a musical 

performance by a local Newton singing group 

called The Troubadours.  The event overall was 

very uplifting and had great participation from 

the community.   

      During this time of pandemic, the Red Cross 

needs our support more than ever.  They have 

had roughly 6,000 cancellations due to location 

restrictions during the pandemic.  We hope to 

organize another blood drive currently set for 

May 2nd from 9am to 2pm.  Please watch our 

website NewtonPresbyterianChurch.org and our 

Facebook page for the latest information. 

Mission 

Committee 
 

Mark Saunders, Elder/Chair 

Laura McTaggart, Deacon 

Allison Penn 

Nurture 

Committee 
 

David Penn, Elder/Chair 

David Wenstrom, Deacon 

Hope Mugerwa, Deacon 

      Our Nurture Committee contributes in many ways 

through education, worship, and music initiatives that 

enrich our spiritual community. 

      Every Sunday (whether in person or online), we 

enjoy the rich and beautiful voices of our chancel 

choir.  Led by Jean Pulsifer, we have two new soloists 

Megan Green and Omar Rodriguez.  Please go to our 

YouTube site to listen to their songs during service.  

We have posted special clips of their solos on our 

Facebook page. In addition to these performers, the 

Hallelujah Chorus was started by a group of 

enthusiastic members of our congregation who 

perform together for us on special occasions as well.  

Thank you to all! 

      We have educational programs at all levels, 

including:  Sunday School for children, confirmation 

classes, and adult education through the Women’s Life 

Group.  David is also working on an ecumenical youth 

group to be coordinated with several churches. 

      This year we have held special prayer services in 

our chapel, which will be online for the time being.  

Our next one will be the Maundy Thursday service 

April 9th. 3 



o Energy audit 

o Winterization of windows 

o Kitchen area repairs 

o Carpet cleaning 

o Successful mold testing 

o Painting and restoration throughout 

o PCNS flooring, doors, lighting improvements 

o Sound system upgrade 

o Lots of cleaning and tidying up 

o Service and repairs to heating system, dehumidifiers, 

steam pipes 
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o Stained glass window repair 

o Power washing 

o Roof repair 

o Security cameras installed 

o Parking lot lines repainted 

o Exterior lighting, sidewalk,  

fire escape repaired and improved 

o Oak trees pruned for parking  

lot safety 

o Exterior improvements to Christian Education 

building with church name restored 

o New landscaper:  Emilio Orsorio 

o Window screens installed, gutters improved 

 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

 

Much work has been done to make 

improvements to the church, inside 

and out.  Your kind support in 

contributing to funds dedicated to 

building and grounds, including the 

Holder Fund,  have helped us to 

finish many projects like the ones 

shown below. 

Stewardship 

 
Kathy Barnes, 

Elder/Chair 

 

Lou Fazio,  

Treasurer 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 

Proceeds from the donation of your spare 

change  have helped many, including:  

• Woodbury Union (Presbyterian) Church 

• Newton Food Pantry 

• NPC Benevolent Fund 

• Presbytery of Boston’s Young Adult 

Volunteer  Program 

• Second Step Women’s Shelter in Newton 

   
We recently enabled online donation – Please see our home page at 
NewtonPresbyterianChurch.org  where you will be able to give to specific funds 
(Change for Change, the Holder Fund), PCUSA offerings, or the general fund. 

Improvements 

Inside 

Improvements 

Outside 
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      One of our favorite traditions at PCNS is our annual 

Art Show. This year’s show was held on Tuesday, 

February 11th and it featured the artists Jackson Pollock, 

Louis Tiffany and Romero Britto. The vestry was 

turned into an Art Gallery and the children’s work was 

on display for all to see. A few weeks after the Art 

Show, PCNS visited the MFA in Boston to see some of 

the works of the artists that they studied. They also got 

a chance to create their own art in the art studio in the 

museum. 

  

      March came in like a lion and brought with it the 

threat of the coronavirus. That did not deter the PCNS 

teachers and staff! Every morning, an email with the 

activity of the day is sent to our families. We are also 

holding virtual class story times and circle times on a 

daily basis. This has been a wonderful way for teachers, 

kids, and families to remain connected. We will 

continue to offer this until we are able to open school 

again. We are hopeful this this will happen on May 4th. 

  

      We are now enrolling for Fall of 2020. We have 

extended our school day with an early bird option that 

begins at 8am and an extended day option that ends at 

3:30pm. We still are offering our half day program from 

9am-12pm for our 2.9 and 3 year olds and 9am-1pm for 

our Pre-k program. We have spaces available. If you 

know of anyone who is looking for an amazing 

Christian preschool, please have them check out our 

website and take a virtual tour!  

  

www.pcnspreschool.org 
  

Blessings, 

Annemarie Hopkins and  

Geri English 
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CAMP 

WILMOT 

Greetings from Camp Wilmot! 

  

 Many of you already know of us, as Newton Presbyterian has been a part of Camp   

Wilmot for a very long time, but for those of you who we haven’t met yet, Camp Wilmot is   

a PCUSA camp and conference center in Wilmot, NH.  

  

 At Camp Wilmot we invite campers to engage with spiritual practices and meaning making through a 

curriculum rooted Christianity and informed by contemporary issues and ideas. Days at Camp Wilmot are full 

of traditional camp activities like archery, ropes, boating, and STEM, but are also punctuated by opportunities 

to reflect, connect, and learn about God, and to do so far from WIFI and iPhone screens. Our mission is to 

build a community where campers feel known and loved and to help our campers develop confidence and grow 

in loving relationship with one another and God! 

  

 We have a full roster of camp offerings for summer 2020, including options for families and for 

campers ages 8 to 16. While we are planning and preparing for another amazing summer, it is possible that we 

will have to cancel camp for safety reasons in the face of COVID-19. Please be in touch with us 

at campwilmotdirector@gmail.com, check out our website, or follow us on Facebook or Instagram to keep 

updated on Summer 2020 at Camp Wilmot, and to follow along with “Camp Quarantine” – our effort to inject 

some much needed summer joy into these difficult days. 

  

Blessings!  

https://www.campwilmot.org/about-camp-wilmot 

In Gratitude – David Wenstrom 

 We want to take a moment to recognize David 

Wenstrom’s faithful service as a Deacon.  David’s term ended 

in January, and this is the first newsletter since then.  David 

began his service while we were still meeting at Eliot 

Church.   

 

As Deacon, David was a stalwart in so many ways – helping 

with the music program, organizing ushers, and frequently 

simply recognizing needs and addressing them.  We all have 

been blessed by his service, and his devotion to Christ’s 

church.  Thank you, David! 6 

mailto:campwilmotdirector@gmail.com
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 It was with full hearts and a host of 

good wishes that we saw our friend and 

member, Mary Lou Smith, depart from 

Massachusetts to her retirement in South 

Carolina.  Mary Lou has been a stalwart for 

Newton Presbyterian Church.  Though she 

was a member of another church in the 

Presbytery of Boston, she accepted the call 

to be part of the Administrative Commission 

that sheltered and counseled the remnant 

church.  It seemed like Mary Lou was 

everywhere – at meetings, at presbytery, at 

worship, and always finding ways to help 

the church.   
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Retiring – Mary Lou Smith 

 For those who have known Mary Lou a long time, this 

was no surprise.  She has served the churches of the Presbytery 

of Boston and the Presbytery itself with a faithfulness that is 

humbling to observe.  She has served on Council, on the 

Committee on Ministry, as Vice Moderator and Moderator of 

the Presbytery, and as a pillar at 1st Presbyterian Church, 

Worcester, and at Newton Presbyterian Church.  She still helps 

out, even from South Carolina, in setting up the weekly 

bulletins!  Beyond all those talents, she brought a warm and 

caring heart to every task, one that saw the true value of Christ’s 

church for believers everywhere, but also saw such joy in life 

that she was a wonderful person to chat with at the coffee hours 

after church.  While we will miss her, we know she will bless a 

church in South Carolina! 

NPC Welcomes You! 

 
We look forward to returning to our 

church building, and greeting you at 

our Fellowship time after service 

(lots of food, too!).   

 

Until then, please join us for our 

online services via YouTube.  For 

more information: 

NewtonPresbyterianChurch.org 
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Good Friday Vigil – April 10th 

            
  Good Friday has always been a moment of 

bleakness in the Christian calendar, even a time to feel 

despair.  Our Lord’s cry from the cross, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?,” rings in our ears and 

does not let us easily escape the immensity of this 

moment in the life of the world.  The Christian’s 

response has not been to try to escape this moment, but 

to take some time to contemplate both the sin that 

created the necessity for such a calamity, and the 

overwhelming love the Father has for us that he would 

sacrifice his son so we might live. 

 

            NPC held vigils on Good Friday in the past – 

times when believers would sign up for a time to be in 

the church, praying.  We did it differently this year, 

because of the coronavirus.  People signed up for  half 

hour time slots, during which time we each put aside 

our other tasks, and spent half an hour in prayer, and 

in contemplation.  Then, another believer took up that 

task of praying and meditating on the grace of Jesus, 

and on humanity’s need for it. 

Easter Sunday – April 12th 

Palm Sunday – April 5th Maundy Thursday – April 9th 

We Come Together 


