
 When last I wrote for the NPC newsletter, I 

urged people to turn to the Psalms to help them 

through this difficult time.  At that moment, I was 

thinking of our common predicament of living in a 

time of pandemic.  But I must admit, I have been 

thinking much about the Psalms the last few 

days.  On August 13th, my younger brother died of 

complications after surgery.  I have been 

disconsolate in the days since, and very little has 

been able to cheer my spirits. 

 

 It’s not fair.  It’s not fair that I could not go 

see the brother I lived with throughout the days of 

my life because of a pandemic that the nation 

refuses to treat seriously and thereby achieve some 

semblance of normalcy.  It’s not fair that the one 

who I remember as a young boy waking up in my 

bed on cold winter mornings died without his 

family’s touch – not mine, nor his wife’s, nor his 

sisters’.  It’s not fair that as my children are getting 

married, and the possibility of grandchildren arises 

in my mind and heart, those children will never get 

the chance to be picked up, and carried around, and 

loved, as various other nieces and nephews were, 

by Uncle Cal. It’s not fair to know that we’ll never 

go fishing again, that we’ll never go up to Maine 

together to visit our parents’ final resting place, that 

we’ll never joke with each other like we have a 

thousand times. I could go on and on about how 

this feels like an open wound that won’t heal. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As I noted above, I’ve sent people to the 

Psalms, and that’s always good advice.  But at 

times like these, it’s also a huge comfort to be in 

the church.  To receive cards from the Deacons, 

both e-mailed and physical, letting me know I was 

not alone.  To be told that the Session and others in 

the church were praying for me and my family as 

we go through our grieving.  To know that I’m in 

the body of Christ with others who have lost people 

far too soon – people I’ve hugged, and stood by the 

graves with, and joined in calling out to the living 

Spirit of God for solace. 

 

 So many times, I say that we need to tell 

this world about the love of God that answers so 

many issues in a divided and dividing 

planet.  That’s a tremendous gift that the church 

gives the world.  But another that we frequently 

underestimate is that the church, when it’s acting in 

its true mission, offers souls a gentle and generous 

place to put down their burdens.  It matters that the 

church reaches out not to judge, but to speak a 

healing word, and to offer a kind 

gesture.  Frequently, grief takes time to work 

through.  But the church has no particular agenda 

that needs to adhere to a calendar or 

clock.  Instead, when the church is taking Christ’s 

ministry into the world, it is a communion that is 

willing to bind up the broken-hearted, willing to 

hear the words of pain without attempting to solve 

them, willing to sit in the silence and wait for 

Christ’s Spirit.  That too is a gift, and one 

desperately needed.  And it is one I’m deeply 

grateful for these days. 

 

See you in Church, 

RW 

 

“I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry.  He 
drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet 
upon a rock, making my steps secure.”   Psalm 40.1-2 
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Connect Throughout the Week  
Please join us online to connect for support and 
encouragement.  Instructions can be found on the 
Presbytery of Boston calendar:  look for these 
events  every Monday at 10am or Tuesday at 3pm 
https://presbyteryofboston.org/Calendar 
 

 
Webinar on Churches Reopening    
Cindy Kohlmann presents theological, 
ecclesiastical, and practical considerations related 
to reopening church buildings, as well as reasons 
those considerations should encourage churches 
to continue virtual online activities moving into 
the future. You can  find the message on Youtube 
by searching on “Returning to the Building Cindy 
Kohlmann“ (or click here) 
 
 
COVID-19 Resources 
There is now a page on the Presbytery of Boston 
website dedicated to COVID-19 resources:  
https://presbytery ofboston.org , choose 
“Resources” from the menu, then “COVID-19 
resources” (or click here).  There you will also find 
a list of what our congregations are doing as 
alternatives to Sunday services and other 
gatherings at their churches.   
 
 
Online Workshop  
“The New Testament & Current Social Concerns”, 
led by Dr. John Carroll,  
Professor of New Testament at  
Union Presbyterian Seminary 
 
October 20 and October 27 
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. EST 
 
For more information, please see the Union  
Presbytery Seminary website (https://upsem.edu) 
and go to the ‘Events’ tab  (or click here) 

The Rev. Denise Anderson  was Co-Moderator of the 222nd 
General Assembly (2016) and is now Coordinator of the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Office of Racial & Intercultural 
Justice. (Photo by Rich Copley) 

 
Why ‘Presbyterians Affirm Black Lives Matter’ 
Since the uprising against systemic racism and 
police violence against people who are Black 
began at the end of May, Presbyterians across the 
country have joined in solidarity with their siblings 
of color in sermons and statements, by joining in 
peaceful protests, engaging in civic dialogue, and 
other actions. For more information, go to 
https://presbyterianmission.org and search on 
‘Affirm Black Lives Matter’ (or click here) 
 
Opportunity for a Group Mission:   
Eastward Housing Ministry Work 
MATE is reinventing itself, and would like to draw 
all kinds of new volunteers into its existing and 
new innovative programs. If you feel that you or 
your church may be called to come spend some 
time with us this summer by repairing the homes 
of our neighbors in Western Maine and 
serving the least of these, please reach out to  
your church leadership. 
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Overview 
  
The Belhar Confession is part of the Presbyterian Church’s Book of Confessions. It was written by the Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church in South Africa as a reaction to apartheid. The document was later adopted by the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches and eventually by the PCUSA in 2016. This confession is one way our church has formally 
responded to racial injustice. 
  
The Belhar Confession touches on themes of Ecclesiology, Unity, Reconciliation, and Justice. Each section includes 
both Affirmation and Rejection (statements that explicitly say what we believe, and also what we reject). These 
statements are supported with references to scripture. 

 A central theme of the Confessions of Belhar is unity.  In order for us to establish our 
faith and bear witness to God as Presbyterians, we truly believe that “unity is therefore both a 
gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ, and that it must become visible so that the 
world may believe that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered”  
 
 One statement from the confession that stuck dear to my heart mentions that the act of 
uniting and reconciling alone isn’t enough. We must reject any doctrine, which allows for sinful 
separation of people, or which professes that this spiritual unity is truly being maintained in the 
bond of peace while believers of the same confession are in effect alienated from one another 
for the sake of diversity and in despair of reconciliation.  
 
 My prayer is that our confession to unite and reconcile comes from a place of love. That 
it may NOT be misinterpreted as an effort to serve any group or political interests, but rather 
that our deepest intentions may be judged at their true value and in according to the Holy 
Scriptures as the word of God.      - Kweku Donkor 

 The very first words of the Belhar Confession build on the ecclesiological understanding 
of the Heidelberg Catechism and notes the action of the Triune God “who gathers, protects and 
cares for the church through Word and Spirit.” Because this document emerged from a mission 
church and boldly addresses past decisions by other Christians that caused harm, it begins with a 
reminder our of universally shared beliefs. “We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, 
the communion of saints called from the entire human family.” As we read these words, we 
remember the familiar themes from the Nicene Creed and the Apostles Creed. Establishing these 
shared beliefs that form the very core of our church serves to establish credibility and a 
foundation to address the next theme, Unity. 
  
 As I read these words, I pray that we can always work to rise above the fray of our 
earthly differences and remember our shared beliefs. Surely the things that bind us together – 
our belief in the Triune God and His goodness, are stronger than anything that may drive us apart 
from one another, our brothers and sisters in Christ.        - Laura McTaggart 

Ecclesiology 

Referenced 
scriptures:  

Revelation 21:6-7 
Matthew 28:19-20  

 

Unity 

Referenced scriptures:  
Ephesians 4:11-16 

Psalm 133 
John 17: 20-23 
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A STUDY OF THE CONFESSION OF BELHAR  
The deacons of Newton Presbyterian Church discuss four themes of the Confession of Belhar. 

A full copy of the confession can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

 

 



Justice 

Referenced 
scripture:  

James 2:8-9 

A STUDY OF THE CONFESSION OF BELHAR (cont’d)  
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 The themes of reconciliation and unity are closely related, with reconciliation referring 
to the process of coming together once again and unity referring to the  resulting state of being 
as one.    When it comes to the process of reconciliation, the Confession of Belhar emphasizes 
two aspects:  (1) that believers “reconcile  with God as well as with one another” and (2) that  
reconciliation is a continuous process that must be “earnestly pursued and sought” (ref. 10.3).     
 
 The circumstances leading to the Confession of Belhar were extraordinarily difficult; in 
fact, an accompanying letter stated that this confession “must be seen as a call to a continuous 
process of soul searching together, a joint wrestling with the issues, and a readiness to repent in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in a broken world” (ref. letter, paragraph 3).  At the same 
time, the confession states that the process of unifying across a variety of “backgrounds, 
convictions, ... languages and cultures” also bring “opportunities for mutual service and 
enrichment”. 
 
  The Bible reminds us that in terms of this variety, it is “the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1 
Corinthians 12: 6-7)  Such extraordinary circumstances, past and present alike, bring us an 
opportunity for reconciliation that we may serve one another for the common good. 

- Phyllis Doig 

 During 1948 – 1994, members of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South Africa 
abided by the unjust system of apartheid (a system that divided people based on their race 
and color.) Because of its support for racial injustice, the church separated its congregation 
into racial segregation as mandated by Apartheid.  -   Not only was the division “black against 
white” but the church went as far as separating the blacks in 3 divisions based on their skin 
tone  – the darker the skin color of a person, the less privileged they were. Apartheid 
became an established law that meant less protection and opportunities for the darkest skin. 
Everyone had to abide by the law, or face consequences of imprisonment or death. 
 
 The Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa (URCSA) that succeeded the Dutch 
Reformed Mission Church, offered the Confession of Belhar, and believes that it is God’s 
wish to abandon the unjust discrimination and reconcile to create unity. For this, the Special 
Committee recommended the Confession of Belhar to the Presbyterian Church of USA to 
help the church use the same guidelines in times of division, racism, and injustice. 

- Hope Mugerwa 

Reconciliation 

Referenced scriptures:  
Ephesians 2:13-20 
Ephesians 4:11-16 

Psalm 133 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Romans 12:3-8 
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BLOOD DRIVE  

  

The blood drive has to be the most successful mission we've undertaken in the last year. We not 

only answered the need for a drive in the Newton Corner area, but far exceeded the donation 

expectations of the Red Cross.   

  

The Covid-19 crisis has devastated the nation's blood supply, as most drives have been cancelled 

due to building closures. This includes the spring drive that the Mission Committee had planned 

at our church. Session approved an offer to the Red Cross to use our parking lot for mobile blood 

drives. However, the Red Cross has been unable to use bloodmobiles due to social distancing 

requirements.  

  

Session was recently presented with a plan to hold drives on a regular once we are back in the 

building, with a goal of four drives per year as a minimum. 

  

CHANGE FOR CHANGE   

  

The Change for Change program has been severely hampered by the closure of the church. 

People are still donating to the program, although not nearly at the same level as before the 

shutdown. Once we're back in the building, we’re confident that proceeds from the Change for 

Change program will return to their pre-shutdown levels.  

  

We've decided to give proceeds for the third quarter, and perhaps the fourth, to the Centre Street 

Food Pantry in Newton. 

  

FOOD PANTRY  

  

Due to the closure of the church, we are not receiving donations to the food pantry at this time. 

The severe economic impact on many households due to the Covid-19 crisis has created a greatly 

increased demand for food pantry services. We're fully committed to continuing the food pantry 

program once the church reopens. Ken MacDonald heads up this program for the Mission 

Committee. 

 

 

  

Mark Saunders 

Mission Committee Chair 
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September 6th 

First Reading  

Exodus 12:1-14 

Psalm 149:1-9 

Second Reading  

Romans 13:8-14 

Gospel  

Matthew 18:15-20 

September 13th 

First Reading  

Exodus 14:19-31 

Psalm 114:1-8 

Second Reading  

Romans 14:1-12 

Gospel  

Matthew 18:21-35 

September 20th 

First Reading  

Exodus 16:2-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

Second Reading  

Philippians 1:21-30 

Gospel  

Matthew 20:1-16 

September 27th 

First Reading  

Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

Second Reading  

Philippians 2:1-13 

Gospel  

Matthew 21:23-32 

October 4th 

First Reading  

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Psalm 19:1-14 

Second Reading  

Philippians 3:4b-14 

Gospel  

Matthew 21:33-46 

October 11th 

First Reading  

Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Second Reading  

Philippians 4:1-9 

Gospel  

Matthew 22:1-14 

October 18th 

First Reading  

Exodus 33:12-23 

Psalm 99:1-9 

Second Reading  

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Gospel  

Matthew 22:15-22 

October 25th 

First Reading  

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 

Second Reading  

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Gospel  

Matthew 22:34-46 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  Gerald Tabi 
 

Gerald was born Cameroon, central Africa. He 
completed his primary and secondary education before 
moving to Boston in 2003.  

Gerald attended UMASS Boston and met his wife. They 
live in Brockton, MA and have two beautiful children 
(two girls and one boy). 

Gerald’s, favorite part about worship service is 
fellowship hour. “I enjoy connecting with people during 
this time and sharing stories with other members of the 
church” Gerald mentioned. 

Gerald has been spending most of his days during the 
COVID pandemic working from home and spending 
time with his family. 

 

The Tabi Family:   
Ethan, Gerald, Arianna, 
Magdalene, and Briella 
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NPC Women’s Life Group is looking for donations in order to purchase books 
 

The NPC Women's Life Group is collecting donations to buy books for two Boston schools:  the Rafael  
Hernandez Elementary School in Roxbury and the English High School in Jamaica Plain 
 

The elementary school sent all of their books home with the students back when COVID first closed the school’s 
doors, since “the books would be more useful for learning at home”...  The high school is looking for dual language 
books for its large Spanish speaking and Haitian Creole population, and for “books that have characters that look 
like these kids”. Your kind donations will helps the two school libraries fill their shelves with 50+ brand-new books 
for this school year.   For more information:   https://bostonbookfest.org/ 
 

How to donate:  you can donate by sending a check to our address is 75 Vernon St, Newton, MA 02458 or donate 
online to our "change for change button" on NPC's online giving. We are collecting donations through Sept 15th 
 

God bless you, 
Newton Presbyterian Church Women's Life Group   

Please visit  our  new  and  exciting  Facebook p age!   
Search on Facebook for “Newton Presbyterian Church”  
or click the link  https://www.facebook.com/newtonpresbyterianchurch 
 

Be sure to “Like” the page and enjoy viewing some of our amazing events from the past and present. 
 

You can also view our online service every Sunday directly from Facebook by clicking ‘watch video’ on the home 
page. 

The Newton Presbyterian Church in Newton, MA (just a few blocks outside of the Boston city limits, and 15 
minutes from downtown) is looking for a part-time Supply Pastor. Our congregation is diverse and active, and is 
seeking a pastor who will help to grow our church and grow with us. We strive to increase our faith and be of 
service to our community and the greater world.  We are looking for a pastor with wisdom, energy, and 
enthusiasm to partner with us in worship and lead us in growth and outreach.  
  
Please review our MIF form 03817.AD0 and visit our website at:  www.newtonpresbyterianchurch.org (MIF is our 
Ministry Information Form). Please send your PIF, or Personal Information Form, and any questions to Kathy 
Barnes at kathy.barnes.newton@gmail.com.  
  

Newton Presbyterian Church is looking for a part-time Supply Pastor 

Church News 

https://bostonbookfest.org/?fbclid=IwAR2cusdf_erfVF3D4wJlydK8k4nb-9hznsnGvLQKuXAaFv8DAwj4jTapLlo
https://bostonbookfest.org/?fbclid=IwAR2cusdf_erfVF3D4wJlydK8k4nb-9hznsnGvLQKuXAaFv8DAwj4jTapLlo
https://bostonbookfest.org/?fbclid=IwAR2cusdf_erfVF3D4wJlydK8k4nb-9hznsnGvLQKuXAaFv8DAwj4jTapLlo
https://bostonbookfest.org/?fbclid=IwAR2cusdf_erfVF3D4wJlydK8k4nb-9hznsnGvLQKuXAaFv8DAwj4jTapLlo
https://bostonbookfest.org/?fbclid=IwAR2cusdf_erfVF3D4wJlydK8k4nb-9hznsnGvLQKuXAaFv8DAwj4jTapLlo
https://www.facebook.com/newtonpresbyterianchurch
https://www.facebook.com/newtonpresbyterianchurch
http://www.newtonpresbyterianchurch.org/
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The following pages contain a full copy of the 

 

CONFESSION OF BELHAR   
 

from the PC(USA) Book of Confessions 



CONFESSION OF BELHAR:   
Introduction from the PC(USA) Book of Confessions 

 

 
How should the church respond when sin disrupts the church’s unity, creates division among the children of 

God, and constructs unjust systems that steal life from God’s creation? Members and leaders of the Dutch 

Reformed Mission Church in South Africa faced these questions under apartheid, a system of laws that separated 

people by race from 1948–1994. 

 

  

Apartheid formed a racially stratified society. Those with the lightest skin tones were offered the greatest 

protection and opportunity. Non-“white” persons were separated into three categories; each skin tone step away 

from the “white” category represented a decrease in governmental protections and opportunities. Racial 

separation was established by law and enforced through violence. Nonwhite citizens lived with constant and 

intrusive police presence and interference in the daily functions of life. Those who protested risked punishment, 

imprisonment, 

and even death. 

 

  

The roots of apartheid go back in South African culture and church for several centuries. The Dutch Reformed 

Church embodied racial separation when it formed three “mission” churches in the late nineteenth century, each 

categorized by its racial identity. The Dutch Reformed Mission Church was formed for people designated as 

“coloured” (biracial). The church’s complicity with racial separation kept Christians from worshipping and 

coming to the Lord’s Table together.  The white Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) created an elaborate biblical 

interpretation and ideology that supported racial separation and then the formal apartheid policies. 

 

  

The Dutch Reformed Church’s active participation and theological defense of apartheid moved the global church 

to name apartheid a status confessionis—a conviction that the Gospel was at stake and thus the faith needed to be 

proclaimed. Leaders of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church wrestled with this situation theologically and 

practically. One outcome of their struggles was the emergence of the Confession of Belhar in the early 1980s. 

 

  

The Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa (URCSA), the church that succeeded the Dutch Reformed 

Mission Church after apartheid, has offered the Confession of Belhar to the global Reformed family as a gift, 

believing that the themes of unity, reconciliation, and justice issue a call from God to the whole church toward 

holy action, transformation, and life. 

 

  

The Special Committee on the Confession of Belhar recommended that the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) add 

Belhar as part of its Constitution because it believed the clarity of Belhar’s witness to unity, reconciliation, and 

justice might help the PC(USA) speak and act with similar clarity at a time when it faces division, racism, and 

injustice. 

  

 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) approved the Confession of Belhar as part of the Book of Confessions at the 

222nd General Assembly (2016). 
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CONFESSION OF BELHAR 
September 19861 

 
1This is a translation of the original Afrikaans text of the confession as it was adopted by the synod of the Dutch Reformed Mission 
Church in South Africa in 1986. In 1994 the Dutch Reformed Mission Church and the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa united to form 
the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa (URCSA). This inclusive language text was prepared by the Office of Theology and 
Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
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10.1 
Revelation 
21:6–7 
  

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the 

church through Word and Spirit. This, God has 

done since the beginning of the world and will do 

to the end. 

10.2 
Matthew 
28:19–20 
  

We believe in one holy, universal Christian 

church, the communion of saints called from the 

entire human family. 

  

10.3 We believe 
Ephesians 
2:13–20 

 that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made 

manifest in the church as the community of 

believers who have been reconciled with God 

and with one another;  

Ephesians 
4:11–16, 
Psalm  
133 
  

 that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an 

obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that 

through the working of God’s Spirit it is a 

binding force, yet simultaneously a reality 

which must be earnestly pursued and sought:  

one which the people of God must continually 

be built up to attain;  

John  
17:20–23 

 that this unity must become visible so that the 

world may believe that separation, enmity and 

hatred between people and groups is sin which 

Christ has already conquered, and accordingly 

that anything which threatens this unity may 

have no place in the church and must be 

resisted; 

John  
13:34 

• that this unity of the people of God must be 

manifested and be active in a variety of ways;  

Colossians 
3:12–16 

*   in that we love one another; 

Philippians 
2:1–5 

*  that we experience, practice and pursue 

community with one another; 

1 Corinthians 
1:10–13 
  

*  that we are obligated to give ourselves 

willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and 

blessing to one another; 

Ephesians  
4:1–6 

*  that we share one faith, have one calling, 

are of one soul and one mind; 

1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

  

*  have one God and Father, are filled with one 

Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, eat of 

one bread and drink of one cup, confess one 

name, are obedient to one Lord, work for 

one cause, and share one hope; 

Ephesians 
3:18–20 

*  together come to know the height and the 

breadth and the depth of the love of Christ; 

*  together are built up to the stature of Christ, 

to the new humanity; 
Galatians 6:2 *  together know and bear one another’s 

burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of Christ; 

2 Corinthians 
1:3–4 

*  that we need one another and upbuild one 

another, admonishing and comforting one 

another; 
1 Corinthians 
12:24b–28, 
Ephesians 
3:14–20 

*  that we suffer with one another for the sake 

of righteousness; pray together; together 

serve God in this world; and together fight 

against all which may threaten or hinder 

this unity; 
1 Corinthians 
12:4–11, 
Romans  
12:3–8 

 that this unity can be established only in 

freedom and not under constraint; that the 

variety of spiritual gifts, opportunities, 

backgrounds, convictions, as well as the 

various languages and cultures, are by virtue 

of the reconciliation in Christ, opportunities 

for mutual service and  enrichment within the 

one visible people of God; 

Galatians 
3:27–29 

• that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only 

condition for membership of this church; 

    

10.4 Therefore, we reject any doctrine 
  • which absolutizes either natural diversity or 

the sinful separation of people in such a way 

that this absolutization hinders or breaks the 

visible and active unity of the church, or even 

leads to the  establishment of a separate 

church formation; 
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  • which professes that this spiritual unity is truly 

being maintained in the bond of peace while 

believers of the same confession are in effect 

alienated from one another for the sake of diversity 

and in despair of reconciliation; 
  • which denies that a refusal earnestly to pursue this 

visible unity as a priceless gift is sin; 
  • which explicitly or implicitly maintains that descent 

or any other human or social factor should be a 

consideration in determining membership of the 

church. 

10.5 We believe 
2 Corinthians 
5:17–21 

• that God has entrusted the church with the 

message of reconciliation in and through Jesus 

Christ; 
Matthew 
5:9,13–16; 
2 Peter  
3:13; 
Revelation 
21:1–5  

• that the church is called to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world, that the church is called 

blessed because it is a  peacemaker, that the church 

is witness both by word and by deed to the new 

heaven and the new earth in which righteousness 

dwells; 
Romans  
6:12–14, 
Colossians 
1:11–14 
  

• that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has 

conquered the powers of sin and death, and 

therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, 

bitterness and enmity, that God’s life-giving Word 

and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new 

obedience which can open new  possibilities of life 

for society and the world; 
James  
2:8–9 

• that the credibility of this message is  seriously 

affected and its beneficial work obstructed when it 

is proclaimed in a land which professes to be 

Christian, but in which the enforced separation of 

people on a racial basis promotes and perpetuates 

alienation, hatred and enmity; 

• that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such 

forced separation by appeal to the gospel, and is 

not prepared to venture on the road of obedience 

and reconciliation, but rather, out of prejudice, 

fear, selfishness and unbelief, denies in advance the 

reconciling power of the gospel, must be 

considered ideology and false doctrine 
10.6 Therefore, we reject any doctrine which, in such a 

situation sanctions in the name of the gospel or of the 

will of God the forced separation of people on the 

grounds of race and color and thereby in advance 

obstructs and weakens the ministry and experience of 

reconciliation in Christ. 

10.7 We believe 
Isaiah  
42:1–7 

• that God has revealed God’s self as the one who 

wishes to bring about justice and true peace 

among people; 
Luke  
6:20–26 

• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, 

is in a special way the God of the destitute, the 

poor and the wronged 
Luke  
4:16–19 

• that God calls the church to follow God in this; 

for God brings justice to the oppressed and 

gives bread to the hungry; 
Luke  
7:22 

• that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to 

the blind; 
Psalm  
146 

• that God supports the downtrodden, protects 

the stranger, helps orphans and widows and 

blocks the path of the ungodly; 

James  
1:27 

• that for God pure and undefiled religion is to 

visit the orphans and the widows in their  

suffering; 
Micah  
6:8 

• that God wishes to teach the church to do what 

is good and to seek the right; 
Amos  
5:14–15, 
23–24 
  

• that the church must therefore stand by people 

in any form of suffering and need, which 

implies, among other things, that the church 

must witness against and strive  against any 

form of injustice, so that justice may roll down 

like waters, and righteousness like an ever-

flowing stream; 
Psalm  
82:1–5 

• that the church as the possession of God must 

stand where the Lord stands, namely against 

injustice and with the wronged; 
Leviticus  
19:15 

• that in following Christ the church must witness 

against all the powerful and privileged who 

selfishly seek their own interests and thus 

control and harm others. 

10.8 Therefore, we reject any ideology 
  

• which would legitimate forms of injustice and 

any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an 

ideology in the name of the gospel. 

10.9 
 
Acts  
5:29–32; 
 
1 Peter  
3:15–18 
  

We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its 

only head, the church is called to confess and to 

do all these things, even though the authorities 

and human laws might forbid them and 

punishment and suffering be the consequence. 

Jesus is Lord. 

To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, be the honor and the glory for ever and 

ever. 
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Accompanying Letter to the Confession of Belhar
2
 

This letter was a statement made upon the adoption of the Confession of Belhar 

by the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 

 

[
2
While not of constitutional character, the following letter accompanies the Confession of Belhar to explain the context of the confession.] 

 

1. We are deeply conscious that moments of such seriousness can arise in the life of the Church that it may feel the need 

to confess its faith anew in the light of a specific situation. We are aware that such an act of confession is not lightly 

undertaken, but only if it is considered that the heart of the gospel is so threatened as to be at stake.   In our judgment, the 

present church and political situation in our country and particularly within the Dutch Reformed church family calls for 
such a decision. Accordingly, we make this confession not as a contribution to a theological debate nor as a new summary 

of our beliefs, but as a cry from the heart, as something we are obliged to do for the sake of the gospel in view of the times 

in which we stand. Along with many, we confess our guilt, in that we have not always witnessed clearly enough in our 

situation and so are jointly responsible for the way in which those things which were experienced as sin and confessed to 
be sin have grown in time to seem self-evidently right and to be ideologies foreign to the Scriptures. As a result many have 

been given the impression that the gospel was not really at stake. We make this confession because we are convinced that 

all sorts of theological arguments have contributed to so  disproportionate an emphasis on some aspects of the truth that it 

has in effect become a lie. 

 

2. We are aware that the only authority for such a confession and the only grounds on which it may be made are the Holy 

Scriptures as the Word of God.  Being fully aware of the risk involved in taking this step, we are nevertheless convinced 

that we have no alternative.  Furthermore, we are aware that no other motives or convictions, however valid they may be, 
would give us the right to confess in this way.  An act of confession may only be made by the Church for the sake of its 

purity and credibility and that of its message.  As solemnly as we are able, we hereby declare before men that our only 

motive lies in our fear that the truth and power of the gospel itself is threatened in this situation.  We do not wish to serve 

any group interests, advance the cause of any factions, promote any theologies, or achieve any ulterior purposes. 
Yet, having said this, we know that our deepest intentions may only be judged at their true value by him before whom all is 

revealed.  We do not make this confession from his throne and from on high, but before his throne and before men. 

We plead, therefore, that this confession would not be misused by anyone with ulterior motives and also that it should not 

be resisted to serve such motives.  Our earnest desire is to lay no false stumbling blocks in the way, but to point to the true 
stumbling block, Jesus Christ the rock. 

 

3. This confession is not aimed at specific people or groups of people or a church or churches.  We proclaim it against a 

false doctrine, against an ideological distortion which threatens the gospel itself in our church and our country.  Our 
heartfelt longing is that no one will identify himself with this objectionable doctrine and that all who have been wholly or 

partially blinded by it will turn themselves away from it.  We are deeply aware of the deceiving nature of such a false 

doctrine and know that many who have been conditioned by it have to a greater or lesser extent learnt to take a half-truth 

for the whole.  For this reason we do not doubt the Christian faith of many such people, their sincerity, honor, integrity, 
and good intentions and their in many ways estimable practice and conduct.  However, it is precisely because we know the 

power of deception that we know we are not liberated by the seriousness, sincerity, or intensity of our certainties, but only 

by the truth in the Son.  Our church and our land have an intense need of such liberation.  Therefore it is that we speak 

pleadingly rather than accusingly.  We plead for reconciliation, that true reconciliation which follows on conversion and 
change of attitudes and structures.  And while we do so we are aware that an act of confession is a two-edged sword, that 

none of us can throw the first stone, and none is without a beam in his own eye.  We know that the attitudes and conduct 

which work against the gospel are present in all of us and will continue to be so.  Therefore this confession must be seen as 

a call to a continuous process of soul searching together, a joint wrestling with the issues, and a readiness to repent in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ in a broken world.  It is certainly not intended as an act of self-justification and intolerance, 

for that would disqualify us in the very act of preaching to others. 

 

4. Our prayer is that this act of confession will not place false stumbling blocks in the way and thereby cause and foster 
false divisions, but rather that it will be reconciling and uniting.  We know that such an act of confession and process of 

reconciliation will necessarily involve much pain and sadness.  It demands the pain of repentance, remorse, and 

confession; the pain of individual and collective renewal and a changed way of life.  It places us on a road whose end we 

can neither foresee nor manipulate to our own desire.  On this road we shall unavoidably suffer intense growing pains 
while we struggle to conquer alienation, bitterness, irreconciliation, and fear.  We shall have to come to know and 

encounter both ourselves and others in new ways.  We are only too well aware that this confession calls for the dismantling 

of structures of thought, of church, and of society which have developed over many years.  However, we confess that for 
the sake of the gospel, we have no other choice.  We pray that our brothers and sisters throughout the Dutch Reformed 

church family, but also outside it, will want to make this new beginning with us, so that we can be free together and 

together may walk the road of reconciliation and justice.  Accordingly, our prayer is that the pain and sadness we speak of 
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