
Rev. Dr. R. Ward Holder 

Sharing the Good News from 

Newton Presbyterian Church  PC(USA) 
Early Spring Edition - March 2019 

That is the heart of our faith – that in our crying out to God, God hears, and listens, and responds to us 
in love.  And if we were children, that would be enough.  For a child, it is enough to accept the mother’s 
or father’s love.  For a young child, the power of a parent or grandparent is indescribable – so they trust, 
and put all their faith in those whom they love.  It’s a beautiful picture of faith, one so moving that Jesus 
said that unless we come to the kingdom as children, we cannot enter it. 
 
But we’re not children.  We face issues all the time.  We question.  We doubt.  We are tempted – by a 
culture that surrounds us with a cornucopia of surplus for the wealthy, earned by the labor of those 
who can barely make enough to eat.  We are enticed by a society that has confused the goodness of 
love with the desire of lust.  We are attracted by the echo chambers of our news silos that encourage us 
to reach out in hatred and fear rather than through compassion and understanding.  We know in our 
own lives some of what it means that Jesus went into the wilderness and was tempted.  Sometimes, we 
are embarrassed by our own thoughts and wonder how the God of life and light can look down with 
love upon us. 
 
That’s what Lent is about.  We journey – not from sinfulness into sin free lives, but from ignorance of 
ourselves and our place in the world into a deeper understanding of the enormity of our sin, and the 
boundless grace from which Christ calls us.  Every step that allows us to know more fully the absurd 
folly of sin, gives us the chance to realize the infinite seas of grace and compassion into which Christ 
invites us.  Knowing our sin makes us throw ourselves on the mercy of Christ, where we find a security 
we could never find anywhere else. 
 
To save us, Jesus willingly took on everything we had built up as a barrier to God, and nailed it along 
with his own self to the cross.  This is a mystery that the church has been trying to understand for 
almost 2000 years – and one we may never fully grasp this side of Heaven.  But every step on this 
journey draws us one small step closer to that mystery, and one tiny pace closer to Christ.   
 

 
So I invite you – come join us on this Lenten 
journey.   Walk with fellow believers as we explore our 
sin, and as we seek to understand God’s amazing 
love.  We know that love is for all – God loves without 
cost, and without measure.  Come drench yourselves 
in the mystery of Christ’s overpowering love, and join 
this pilgrimage toward Calvary.  The Lord promises 
everything that we could want, and we would share 
that with all whom we meet. 

 
See you in Church, 

RW 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord  
shall be saved.” (Romans 10.13)   

Join us for worship on Sundays beginning at 10:15am.                                                                         We are located at 75 Vernon St, Newton MA 02458 (617) 332-9255 



PROJECTS WE HAVE COMPLETED PROJECTS NOW IN PROCESS 

 Exterior paint and signage to area 
 A complete sweep of all areas of the church was 

made, to dispose of items that were damaged by 
pests or a recent mold issue, or were just plain 
not needed  (this included 10 couches, broken 
tables, all parts etc) 

 Many rooms have been cleaned and reorganized, 
such as the sanctuary 

 Trees have been trimmed to remove damaged 
limbs and to promote growth 

 The pest situation has been dealt with 
 Significant electric work resulting in savings for 

the church ($17,000 )  has been completed at no 
cost to NPC 

 The main heating system is now working 
 We are working on ways to make our oil usage 

more cost effective 
 Added additional security cameras 
 Recently replaced new tiles in the kitchen  
 Replaced two burst steam pipes in lower level 

 Fixing sink in the kitchen 
 Ordering a new oven door 
 Stemming a continued leaking issue  in various 

parts of the building 
 Assessing all plumbing throughout building 
 Creating one central area for all tools and supplies 
 Scraping of front entrance hall and bell tower 

(working to find leak) 
 Sealing the kitchen door from excess cold air 
 Working on repair of heating system in kitchen 

 
 
          ONGOING PROJECTS: 
 
 Sound system reassessment 
 Stained glass window repairs 
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Update from the Stewardship Committee:  
CHURCH PROJECT REPORT  

  
“The overall upkeep and repairs to NPC can be  overwhelming.  This building is 32,000 sq ft of old and new sections.  
The stewardship committee has taken the approach of one job at a time so that we don’t get overwhelmed. 
  
“And the most important news is that we have hired a handyman to help with small repairs and to help me in 
moving and lugging items.   We have recently worked on organizing the stage parlor and stage area, the storage 
closet for all our tables and chairs and many areas in the lower level.  Our handyman’s name is Marc Myers and you 
may meet him around the church.”   -- Lou                  
               
 

The Stewardship Committee:  Kathy Barnes, Elder/Chair, and Lou Fazio, Treasurer 

Join us for worship on Sundays beginning at 10:15am.                                We are located at 75 Vernon St, Newton MA 02458 (617) 332-9255 
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WELCOMING A NEW COMMITTEE AT NPC:    OUTREACH 
 

There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; and there are different ministries and the same Lord;  
and there are different activities but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.  

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
 
 
Chairperson Anita Ulloa provides us with news of our new Outreach Committee: 
 
The NPC Outreach Committee was formed in January 2019.  As chair, my first action item was to form a committee that is excited about the 
opportunity to help guide NPC into the future of our church family. Our committee includes Mary Lou Smith, Emmanuel Tendo, Ewen Urquhart, 
Gerald Tabi, and Phyllis Doig. We are fortunate to have a wonderful group of individuals, each with different abilities, strengths and perspectives 
who intend to work hard to help form a plan to strengthen NPC through Outreach. 
 
Outreach activities thus far have included: 

February 26, 2019 - In cooperation with NPC Women’s Life Group (WLG), 18 women including 10 NPC women, 
8 women from other churches and faiths attended an amazing performance at New Repertory Theater in 
Watertown Ma entitled, Keeping Faith: Sisters of Story. This four-woman performance included women of 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths sharing powerful stories.  
 
 
March 4, 2019 - WLG hosted a coffee, desert and conversation event with 10 women. A great discussion on the 
February 26th performance and interfaith challenges and blessings kept the group engaged. We are still 
processing how we can continue bringing women of faith together. The Women’s Life Group meets every 
Monday 7-8:30pm.  On Monday, March 18th, WLG is going to begin a book for the Lenten season entitled God’s 
Abundant Table by Cynthia Campbell.  All women from any church are invited, please see Kathy Barnes or me, 
Anita Ulloa. 
 

March 24, 2019 -  We will be hosting an all-church brainstorming event on the topic:  “What can we do to grow NPC?” 
 
The Outreach Committee will be hosting an all church brainstorming event immediately following worship in the vestry. This event is key to the 
planning process for our church. To grow, we must pay attention to the personal stake each of us has in our church community. Each person’s 
perspective, needs and hopes are important to consider as we move forward.  As with 
anything of importance, it takes our collective energy to be successful. We are fortunate to have Richard Jefferson, a longtime Newton resident 
and congregant at Myrtle Baptist Church in Newton, as facilitator. Richard recently retired from a career at Boston College as a human 
resources, diversity and inclusion professional.  Richard is known for his conflict management, 
consensus and organization-building abilities. 
 
March 25, 2019 - A desire to learn what other churches in the Presbytery of Boston (POB) are doing relative to outreach led to a discussion with 
POB, resulting in the outreach topic being added to the open pre-Presbytery meeting.  This is scheduled for the March meeting which will take 
place in Natick.  We encourage any thoughts, ideas, questions at any time. Please see any of us on the Outreach Committee:  Mary Lou Smith, 
Emmanuel Tendo, Ewen Urquhart, Gerald Tabi, Phyllis Doig, and Anita Ulloa 

 

Outreach Events Coming Up... 

“The Mission Committee oversees Change for Change, which one way NPC members share God’s gifts 
with others in need. Every quarter, we select a recipient, and members bring in their spare change each 
week to contribute to the cause. 

For January – March 2019, our Change for Change supports the Woodbury Union Church PC (USA) in 
Warwick, RI. The church suffered a devastating structure fire in November 2018. Thankfully no one was 
inside, but the building was a total loss. 

Have an idea for our next Change for Change recipient?  See a member of the Mission Committee. 
Members are Mark Saunders (Elder/Chair), Laura McTaggart (Deacon), and Allison Penn. 

Finally, the Mission Committee is also considering hosting a Blood Drive in the fall – we will share 
more information as plans develop.” 

MISSIONS 
COMMITTEE 

Join us for worship on Sundays beginning at 10:15am.                                     We are located at 75 Vernon St, Newton MA 02458 (617) 332-9255 
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  PCNS, Where Preschoolers Grow!!! 
 

       In our Christian pre-school we value each child as a unique 
gift from God. Our caring qualified staff are dedicated to 
providing a nurturing , safe, and supportive environment where 
each child can grow in their faith in God and to their full potential 
developmentally.   
 
   Our belief in God is an integral element of the program at PCNS. 
Woven into our day are expressions  of our Christian faith 
through bible stories, songs, and play. Together we thank God 
for His blessings. 
 
      We have a special fundraising event called Family Fun Day 
coming up on Saturday, March 30th at 9:30am.  Come join us!!   
 

If you are interested in discussing enrollment for your 
preschooler, please contact us at:     

     (617) 332-9255  ext 6  or  pcnspreschool@gmail.com 

Blessings, 
Annemarie and Geri – PCNS Co-Directors 

Miss Annemarie and Miss Geri 

March 17 
 
First Reading Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 
Second Reading Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Gospel Luke 13:31-35 
 

March 24 
 
First Reading Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Gospel Luke 13:1-9 
 

March 31 
 
First Reading Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

April 7 
 
First Reading Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
Gospel John 12:1-8 
 

April 14 
Palm Sunday 
 
Liturgy of the Palms Luke 19:28-40 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Liturgy of the Passion Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Second Reading Philippians 2:5-11 
Gospel Luke 22:14-23:56 
Gospel (Alternate) Luke 23:1-49 
(Alternate) 

April 18 
Maundy Thursday 
 
First Reading Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 19 
Good Friday 
 
First Reading Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Psalm 22 
Second Reading Hebrews 10:16-25 
Second Reading (Alternate) Hebrews 
4:14-16, 5:7-9 (Alternate) 
Gospel John 18:1-19:42 

April 21 
Easter Sunday 
 
First Reading Acts 10:34-43 
Or alternate First Reading Isaiah 65:17-
25 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
Or alternate Second Reading Acts 10:34-
43 
Gospel John 20:1-18 
Or alternate Gospel Luke 24:1-12 

Schedule of Lectionary Readings for Lent 

Join us for worship on Sundays beginning at 10:15am.   
We are located at 75 Vernon St, Newton MA 02458  

(617) 332-9255 

Recent Events Upcoming Events 

PCNS Art Show 
 Feb 13th 

Saturday March 30th 

Our activities will include: 
 Concert with Karen K and the 

Jitterbugs! 
 Face painting, balloon animals,  

kid-friendly crafts and games 
 Kids’ raffle, toys for all ages 
 Yummy bake sale 
 Refreshments on sale  
 Online auction opens Wednesday, 

March 20th and transitions into the  
Silent Auction at the event! 
 

Cost will be per family: 
$25 – in advance 
$30 – at the door 

 

For more information: 
www.32auctions.com/PCNS2019 

Children learned about artists 
such as Picasso and Chihuly, and 
recreated their own versions of 
works by these famous artists.  

Join us at our Family Fun Day on 
Saturday, March 30th  

starting at 9:30am at PCNS 

mailto:pcnspreschool@gmail.com
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