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Christmas Contempla t ion  

Welcome to Newton Presbyterian Church!  Please join us for service on Sundays beginning at 10:15 am. 

Scripture:  Luke 2.8-20 

 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
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15 When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When 

they saw this, they made known what had been 

told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 



Pastor’s Corner 
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The angels came – and their first words were “Be not afraid.”  As God comes into our world, the Lord 

is conscious that this will disrupt everything.  Nothing that is normal, nothing that is easy, nothing that 

we’ve created in our lives that is built around the values of the world – none of this will survive the 

touch of Christ’s love.  Like a baby who disrupts everything in our lives – smearing things with dirty 

hands, breaking things that are perched on shelves, changing sleeping and eating patterns – God 

coming into the world is a profound re-orientation of our lives.  And God says, “Be not afraid.”   

 

God does not say, “This will be easy.”  God does not say, “There’s nothing to worry about.”  Instead, 

God announces the utter change of reality by saying, “This is good news of great joy!”   

 

It’s worth taking a moment during this time to be like Mary.   She gathered up all that was said, by the 

angels, by the shepherds, and maybe even by Joseph.  (In the entire scripture, we have no record of 

Joseph saying anything.)  And she pondered these things in her heart.  We don’t do that enough.  I 

know that I meet new people by learning “what they do.”  I can’t even imagine myself asking, “What 

have you pondered lately?”  And if I did, I can’t imagine the responses I’d get! 

 

But this is a good moment for contemplation.  We rush to the manger to see the Christ-child.  Of 

course all children are miraculous.  Whether born in Newton, or in Guatemala, or in Cameroon, or 

Scotland, or anywhere – a child’s new life is something that brings us to our knees.  But it’s such a 

common miracle that we soon pass on to do the activities of living.  But for the child born in the 

manger, we believe that this is different.  So, if different, how so?  What will this child’s life matter in 

ours?  How will his example, his words, touch our lives?  What do we find when we ponder these  

things in our hearts? 

As we come to the end of the year, we can look back at so many 

things.  We moved back into the building at 75 Vernon St.  We have 

taken in new members, and said farewell to those who have joined 

the church triumphant.  We have rejoiced in hosting the Presbytery 

of Boston, and wept at tragedies that struck our world.  All of this 

and so much more, has to be considered in the framework of the 

coming of Christ into our world, into our lives, into our hearts. 

 

I look forward to hearing what you are finding as we gather up 

these days and ponder them in our hearts. 

 

 

See you in Church, 

RW 



NPC hosted a  special 
worship session with Eliot 
Congregational Church, 
who were so supportive of 
us in years past.  The event 
included a wonderful joint 
choir performance. 
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Community Corner 
Out of them shall come the cornerstone      
Zechariah 10:4 

 

Members Corner 

The Presbytery of Boston 
came to NPC  Sept 24th.   

Before the business 
meeting, we enjoyed a 

wonderful meal together. 

Our Women’s Life Group met on Mondays during 
autumn  to gather and discuss books on diversity.   
We plan to continue the series after the holidays.  

Kweku Donkor, Elinor Tambe ,Magdalene Tabi, 
Emmanuel Tendo, Evelyn Tambi, Monica Ngum 

The Lord watches over all who love him 
Psalm 145:20 

Welcome!  New Members, welcome!! 
November 25th, 2018 

In gratitude... 
With much thanks, appreciation and 

love to our outgoing officers: 

Susan Brouwer 
Deacon, Class of 2018 

Susan Griesmer 
Elder, Class of 2018 

Nurture Committee Chair 
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Committee Corner 
Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received    
1 Peter 4:10 
 

Visitor’s Corner 
Meet Taylar Bogdanovic 

Nurture Committee Mission Committee Stewardship Committee 

 Susan Griesmer, Chair [outgoing] 
 David Wenstrom 
 Jean Pulsifer 

 Anita Ulloa, Chair 
 Susan Brouwer 

 Mark Saunders, Chair 
 Phyllis Doig 
 Lou Fazio 

Our key emphases are on worship and 
Christian education for all ages, 
comprising what PC(USA) refers to as 
the “Great Ends of the Church” 

Our focus is mainly on mission (with 
programs and events locally and 
abroad) and outreach.  We also are 
responsible for our church website. 

We work on the budget, stewardship 
campaigns, and property management 
to ensure that we can provide for both 
immediate and long term needs. 

Nurture Committee ensures that our 
worship services are well-organized 
and run smoothly, overseeing all 
manner of worship including the 
schedule of services, music programs, 
and Communion.  We also provide for 
a range of education initiatives, 
including our children’s education 
program with Sunday School as its solid 
foundation, and also several adult 
education and new member classes. 

Through missions we have a wonderful 
opportunity to create relationships 
with organizations reflecting our 
Christian values, to whom we provide 
our church family support.  The care 
packages we prepared for the 
Waltham Community Day Care Center  
and also  our “Change 4 Change” 
program which contributes to different 
charities are just two of the many ways 
in which we support our community.  

Returning to our 75 Vernon Street 
home this past year presented us with 
many projects, just to get the basic 
services up and running again (heating 
system, plumbing, roof to name a few).   
Through giving and volunteering we 
are making it work, one step at a time.  
Our budget is well organized, our 
stewardship campaigns underway, and 
the list of projects is being worked 
through and added to for next year. 

We have a great foundation of worship 
and education at NPC, and we look 
forward to providing for our  new 
families and children especially.  We 
will also be starting  the Hallelujah 
choir in early 2019.   

We are always looking for new 
missions and new ways of outreach.  
All church members are welcome to 
participate.  Please share with us any 
ideas or suggestions for mission and 
outreach in the coming year. 

Our entire church community has been 
a wonderful help this past year, 
through stewardship and volunteering.  
We are currently setting priorities for 
the new year, and would love your 
participation as we continue to grow. 

Taylar is in the College Success 
Program through the Perkins 
School, and is taking classes at 
Harvard Extension.  She lives in 
Watertown. 

She loves the old feel of our 
building, and enjoys meeting our 
congregation especially through 
coffee hour after service. 

Welcome, Taylar! 

Elders and Deacons 
For we are God’s servants, working together 
1 Corinthians 3:9 

 
Elders 

 
Anita Ulloa 

Mark Saunders 
David Penn 

Kathy Barnes 

Deacons 
 

David Wenstrom 
Phyllis Doig 

Hope Mugerwa 
Laura McTaggart 


